Project Narrative:

This proposal transforms an in-
dustrial unit into a refugee support
hub focused on care, community,
and cultural continuity. The design
provides vital services including
English classes, food and clothing
distribution, praKer spaces, and
embroidery workshops; with each
room shaped to nurture dignity
and belonging. Inspired by Middle
Eastern heritage, materials like
mashrabiya screens and Palestin-
ian tatreez tiles are used to root
the space in memory and identity.
Curved partitions guide movement
gently, while layered textures, from
mashrabiya screens to patterned
rugs, create calm, tactile environ-
ments. The distribution zone is
located at the gate to allow access
to essentials like food, water, blan-
kets, and compact shelters without
requiring entry into the whole build-

ing.

a) transversal section-first floor, scale 1:50

a) floor plan-first floor, scale 1:50
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b) transversal section-ground floor, scale 1:100
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b) floor plan-ground floor, scale 1:100
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Interior Perspective, first floor:
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Addressing Charter Issue #1

This perspective shows the upstairs café: a
calm, communal space designed to restore
routine, dignity, and belonging. More than
just a place to eat or drink, the café encour-
ages informal interaction, shared moments,
and cultural exchange — all essential for
rebuilding social ties after displacement. Its
placement above the other functions gives
it a symbolic and physical lightness, offering
a sense of elevation and hope. The design
avoids institutional coldness through soft
materials, curved timber forms, and warm
lighting. Its openness contrasts the more
intimate rooms below, reflecting a balance
between privacy and connection. As a
semi-public space, it welcomes refugees
and locals alike, inviting a shared experi-
ence and supporting fairer community inte-
gration. By creating a space where people
can feel normal again — share food, rest,
talk — the project centers emotional wellbe-
ing as a human right. This directly supports
Charter #1's call for development rooted in



floor tiles, scale 1:5

privacy screen, scale 1:20
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Detail drawings:

prayer mats, scale 1:220

rammed earth wall, scale 1:20

Addressing Charter Issue #5

These detailed drawings highlight design elements
rooted in cultural familiarity and material appropriate-
ness. The patterned tiles are inspired by Palestinian
tatreez embroidery, connecting users to ancestral craft
traditions in a tactile, grounded way. The walls use a
textured plaster finish, referencing rammed earth tech-
niques commonly found in Middle Eastern and North
African architecture, evoking warmth and comfort while
staying environmentally conscious.

Privacy screens reimagine traditional mashrabiya motifs
to create breathable partitions, balancing openness with
modesty. The detail drawings focus on elements that
were intentionally low-tech, replicable, and emotionally
resonant. These are not arbitrary design features; they
carry embedded memory and meaning, allowing dis-
placed individuals to feel seen and represented within
the space.
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Addressing Charter Issue #10

This physical model explores the overall spatial experience of
the refugee hub, emphasizing dignity through layout, flow, and
atmosphere. The arrangement avoids harsh divisions or sterile
corridors, instead using curved forms and layered thresholds

to suggest safety without confinement. Each space — from the
entry to the prayer areas and café — is intentionally crafted to
feel welcoming, grounded, and human. By physically modeling
the massing and interior transitions, the project demonstrates
how architecture can serve as a tool for emotional recovery. The
carefully defined yet permeable zones reflect respect for priva-
cy, autonomy, and cultural rituals — all essential components of
what it means to live with dignity. The outdoor elements, like the
shared garden or entry threshold, symbolize openness and arriv-
al — countering narratives of isolation often seen in refugee ac-
commodations. Through form, sequence, and spatial generosity,
the model reinforces the project's core belief: that dignified, heal-
ing-centered environments are not luxuries, but basic rights.



