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Tranquil Abode is a housing prototme
which was created in response to e
devastating aftermath of the 2022 floods
which wrecked over 242,000 homes qnd
affected over 9,182,616 people, to provide
a haven. In the aftermath of the floods,
rural regions of Pakistan faced a serious
predicament as the majority of its
Fopuiation lived in mud houses with no
oundation and massive girder/log roofs.
Poor infrastructure left them isolated,
worsening the already unequal access to
social welfare. Sindh, Punjab, and
Balochistan experience distinct weather
conditions throughout the year.

These projects prioritize:

*«Empathetic design, the sensitivity of the
trauma & cultural significance.

«Climate responsive design, use of
vernacular materials to reduce
environmental impact.

*Simple construction technigues that can
be adapted by the communities.

Total of 27 homes have been developed in
different regions across Pakistan such as
Uthal-Baluchistan Province, Jacobabad-
Sindh Province, and D G Khan- Punjab
Province.
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Neo Vernacularity .

Initially, the NGO had constructed 60
homes using RCC construction in the area.
However, with the guidance of team WM
Creative Studio-Re-Lab, they shifted
towards a sustainable approach that
utilized local, environmental-friendly
materials.

* Neo-Vernacular Technigues: Used local,
eco-friendly materials: bamboo, stone,
husk, mud, and lime.

* Culturally appropriate: Utilized local
construction techniques and spatial
planning in alignment with cultural
considerations.

s Affordable, durable, easy to build, and
scalable for future adaptation.

Social Relevance
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* Lack of basic infrastructure left its people
isolated during floods, exacerbating an
already neglected population's wunfair
distribution of social welfare

* Funded by a local NGO to promote equal
opportunity and participatory design.
Engaged community as active participants
and trainees, not just laborers.

* Provided hands-on training in
neo-vernacular construction techniques.
Created employment, skill development,
and technology transfer.

* Involved architecture students, blendin
academic knowledge with traditiona
practices. Promoting socially and
environmentally responsible architecture.

*Strengthened community bonds through
cross-disciplinary and cross-cultural
partnerships.

* Highlighted the importance of inclusive,
sustainable development in building
resilience and equity in rural and urban
contexts.

*Empowered communities  to
independently replicate sustainable
methods for long-term upliftment.
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The proLect, initiated as a response to the
devastating floods in Pakistan, transitioned
from short-term relie to a
forward-thinking development model that
prioritizes sustainability, community
empowerment, and environmental
responsiveness.

Rather than providing temporary shelters,
the pm%'ect focused on building
ermanent, climate-resilient homes using

ocally available materials.

These materials reduce environmental
impact and support local economies and
traditions, making the intervention
culturally and contextually appropriate. In
Balochistan, a partial double roof offers
flood refuge; in Sindh, a full double roof
reduces heat, addressing temperatures
reaching 50°C.
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