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The site lies at the confluence of the Dhanu and
Ghorautra rivers—one of Bangladesh’s most flood-prone
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million people. In Kishoreganj alone, annual monsoon The map shows river course shifts and a 73% population increase from site via water routes - the primary mode
floods submerge 400-500 sg.km, marooning over 2013 to 2024 (Nov-May), highlighting the site's development potential of transportation for the local population
100,000 residents. for architectural intervention. throughout the year.
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% / o/ Wy7 2 rameoﬁy Eetisg:cgrfgg ?;ﬂsbl:ﬁifg"sfgg These sections illustrate that the site is bordered by the Dhanu River and an internal waterbody. During the monsoon, water
e ——EN , — green disappears beneath rising waters, levels typically rise by 8 feet, occasionally reaching up to 10 feet. To mitigate flooding, the villagers have elevated the site by 8
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In the heart of Bangladesh’s Haor region (seasonal wetlands),
where monsoon transforms the land into a mosaic of temporary
. In ‘Haor’ life, j:ggj‘j;sma Néine:Samava 232?22,'3”8' islands, the village of Gora-Digha quietly endures. This project
Basic Human Ao i “This village doesn't Name: Rabbi ot begins with a critical question: ‘How can architecture ensure
' ; > : “It tak two-h . - = . -
= even have a market OIS My mother said ey torainn access, dignity and resilience in a place where even basic
During the months of for everyday she couldn’t take : 2 d o -
2 flooding, we survive only on  egsentials” “When the water rises, me to school every \ame: Mainuddin GetoE rights become seasonal?’
- boiled rice. If we're lucky, we all classes are day by crossing Age: 27
not just become catch some fish” suspended; no Name: Hashem the river for an

Age: 54 “Flooding causes

Seasonalytheviofion;s st B o nearly three months —t Rooted in personal connection to the region, this project
OyAte : e Ejdusl i e GORA-DIGHA transcends the act of building- it becomes a platform for
amplifying unheard voices and honoring a community that
chooses to stay, adapt and rebuild despite recurring natural
adversity. Designed as a tribute to the enduring spirit of the
Haor people, the project responds to recurring floods
through sustainable, adaptive spaces co-created with the
community. [t proposes a network of multifunctional
architectural interventions that support health, education,
livelihoods, ecology and cultural continuity- embedding resilience
into the everyday.

supposed to survive \
surrounded by {

water? How could we
even do any

“No one has ever
cared to ask what we
need”

By transforming environmental vulnerability into collective
strength, this project sets a precedent for human-centered,
context-responsive design. Grounded in dignity, shaped by
people and driven by hope, it offers a compelling vision for
architecture as a tool for long-term resilience.
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[A] Community Building [C] Health-Care Building [D] School [E] Cultural Area
1. Gram Parishad Office [Admin] 7. CHCP 11. Classroom 18. Shade
2. Workshop/Gathering Space 8. FWA 12. Semi-Outdoor Learning Space 19. Open Space

3.  Women’s Workshop 9. Pharmacy 13. Terrace

4. Toilet 10. Gathering Space 14. Teacher’s Room
15. Admin

[B] Bazar 16. Storage

5. Shade 17. Toilet

6. Open Space
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1 Water body
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[ Hard pavement
[ Water body
=1 Open space
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Cooperate with Disadvantaged Communities & Promote
COMMUNITY BUILDING HEALTH-CARE BAZAR SCHOOL CULTURAL SHADE Self-Sufﬁciency:
e A This project is built on deep community engagement. A house-
1. Gram parishad office [admin] 7. CHCP/ emergency heath care support :i::::::rsroom hOIq .Survey Shap.ed the program’ Wlth |Olcals Ide.ntlfyl!’]g esse.ntlal
sl i e SNl o el e facilities and livelihood needs. The resulting design - integrating
3. Women's workshop 9. Pharmacy 5. Shade 16. Storage 18. Shade

4 Tolat 10 CONeON pcece : § Dpen specs | 17. Tolle , 19. Open space , a school, health center, bazaar and cultural forum - reflects local
o ;'i. . I YW REFHT ) | : i i v\.. . . ‘ . .‘ . T

priorities. By involving the community as co-designers, the proj-
ect fosters agency, participation and long-term ownership.

Support Socially Responsible Architecture over Speculative
Profit:
This is not a top-down intervention but a context-driven, ethical
4 response to community needs. The site selection respects local
; il P20 '.l!, rituals, circulation and land ownership, ensuring cultural continu-
‘{,"""‘ i f[ T, p —..'TJT "T TW ity. Rather than imposing high-cost or symbolic structures, the
- " 113 project prioritizes functionality, social value and year-round us-

i ability, rejecting any profit-based or aesthetic-driven motives.

Seminar space

Terrace Classroom  Stair Terrace

Facilitate Use of Appropriate Technologies, Materials & Cli-
mate-Responsive Strategies:

This architecture responds to the seasonal dynamics of the
‘Haor(seasonal-westlands)’ region. Raised plinths, wind-resis-
tant low-rise structures and transformable interiors reflect
thoughtful climatic adaptation. These features allow the complex
to shift functions during floods, ensuring continuity of services.
B T A, ol e W : s d> - S - This approach showcases resilient design rooted in local knowl-
PR s e AT e LT i R edge and environmental logic.
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