|
T L - | 1) i
- Tt i 3 _ ¥ 3 1 | } ¥ i
g S '._J' | A 1 -':..': F L1 A ] f
PN = A b ] - L b\ .
PR

.1 Bl e ] '.I {8 o [
5 ‘:"‘"‘r:". e : N ; v Bk VIR 'I-l:llL t\.l:'al-li"!l-l Py ii LI|I .il‘l

' - £ L
¥

S— —_— o S SE— e p— e e B S s . g
| e = FI — R !rt - S " - "
| * el il gt | - > |
i . | | eS| }! | | % | II,-{F RAU<e
* = E’i : = IS5 - | —_— '.||‘ . e
: - T i - SARSL
R Aol o |2 ! S ESN li . WL )
* ; AN | N
s ':;. ﬁ' _ & ¥ ’L i '-w_r { el 1S | e 1 }} 1."'-1'51':'{ "-__”
N | ‘ g , 18 I | i AT | o
d ¥ .._:.‘-' .' . r . e | ——— 10 .‘::__. < 4 . : _ - |
8 ¥ i LY g 11 0 e .S L ¥ 1o T2 WA Y | s FLAKY 13
ML HE— 1 : : h’? ‘; 777, 0l !
) N &= - 1“ | : [ e
*: p dh omn . i ; P Dl | R O 1 *-
| : 3 r — —— e — -——_.-_._-h ‘1 1
- o 'u'l _hl 1 3 . - =<
., B ) L
Al I
§ o h ! o N t:aq:‘lh:- : Fom -, = R e S —— T
~
SN f
33 g
- 28 = ~ L -'1 o T = o R =L ) y e
Az ', .FT‘ . = e o ac T "~
Telam? e
W e T - -
— .. ._'_‘.,.‘If-‘:.”' _g.;?f&:;-'.. e = ": i e - —
s ST 4 “‘-:I'.i"?-";--‘l_"":"":‘ =
e e | : =
B e ' The Creative Club, an innovative after-school program, empowers
e e — o
e e 3 ; = 5 adolescents through self-expression, creativity, and a renewed
- . :_':'i&" ) I@?‘“ . : —— - . T
M .;F:E:‘-;-. I I.....'I f = ’.ﬂ"' - - - -
4 - Mo X r
7 i = et connection to learning. Developed by BRAC Institute of
= o ; :’A‘-_'_'.. B e :
e el e by - g =5 ‘ . . .
et R T ; 5 Al B R Educational Development (BRAC I|ED), BRAC University, in
'A éiv; e ,":"-'“'.‘-;1"_::‘"'"":_ o S = - - R - A
e Y T R - £ llaborati ith the BRAC Youth Platf BYP), thi -pilot
_ L e S T ey £ e, Gt collaboration wi = ou atform , this pre-pilo

Rl A

4 “Cf’&"‘f

- l &
= ¥

=
e
F
- L &
i i

E=
a

et L L r - i. o ! ] - - -I = - - " ._ 3 P . 7 r i - - & e . L - b i L § & ! L '!-‘
. ey L e, g e v = F Sy i b A £ e :
T e~ - e - e, o i e - - S b i 1T P P il *=
i ¥ 3 = T L} o | :
-".-
-~

iniiative successfully transformed ordinary classrooms into
vibrant, flexible spaces. Implemented in seven schools across

Khulna and Narayanganj, the program especially benefits
I. Top-left

Indoor space of creative
club, Khulna

adolescents with limited opportunities.
What makes the Creative Club unique is its participatory design

process. Adolescents actively shaped the spaces through focus

L. Tap-right group discussions and creative workshops, sharing insights on
Joyful adolescents in the

lay, creative expression, nature, and cultural traditions. The
co-creation workshop play, 2 ’ ’ Y

then directly contributed to the painting murals and crafting

lii. Bottomt-left
Girl gently playing with her

decorations that infused their identities into every corner.

Designed to be simple, affordable, and adaptable, the clubs utilize

plant, showing care and

e materials like bamboo, rope, plywood, and reused materials.
CUriosity

Beyond just a room, the Creative Club became a compelling
Iv. Bottom-right

A handmade model of the
Creative Club, created by

reason for students to return to school post-pandemic, seamlessly
blending learning with joy. It stands as a replicable model for

fostering creativity, resilience, and adolescent-led development
adolescents

rooted in care and commuity.
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I. Top left- 01

Adolescents enjoy making
models during the workshop

li. Top right- 02

Adolescents working in groups,
drawing & discussing their thoughts.

iii. Top right meddle- 03

An adolescent girl decorating her model
with traditional motifs

iv.Bottom-left- 04

Adolescents painting traditional patterns
on classroom walls.

v. Bottom - meddle- 05

Gardening workshop

vi. Bottom- right- 06

A model showing how adolescents
imagine their space
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Ref. to Hasselt Charter aspect 08

The success of the Creative Club stems from
its deep adolescent involvement, making it a
truly collaborative endeavor rather than an
externally imposed design. The journey began
by simply asking students: "What would your
dream space look like? What would make you
feel inspired, comfortable, and free?"

Through a series of co-creation workshops,
adolescents freely shared their visions. Girls
often imagined a music library for exploration,
while boys dreamed of cozy hangout spots for
reflection. ldeas ranged from traditional wall
designs and "mask walls" to express
emotions, to outdoor spaces with plants,
swings, and seating for communal gathering.

Their involvement extended beyond planning
to hands-on execution, working alongside
architects, educators, and a psychologist.
Adolescents personally transformed their
classrooms with drawings, murals, and
handmade decorations, injecting vibrant life
into the spaces. In gardening workshops, they
brought plants, developed plans, and
collectively brought their unique garden ideas
to fruition in each school.

This deep, hands-on engagement fostered a
profound sense of ownership and belonging.
The Creative Club transcended being just a
room; it became truly their space, a place
where creativity, connection, and community
could authentically flourish.
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I. Top-left

Creative corner with
bamboo shelves where

adolescents proudly
show their craftwork

li. Top- right

Diagram showing different
types of joints used in
bamboo furniture

and interior flexible
furnitures

iii. Top -Middle

Locally crafted bamboo
joints holding furniture
parts together.

lv. Bottom-right

A cozy corner for
adolescents
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Ref. to Hasselt Charter aspect 05

The Creative Club champions sustainable
by

technologies, local materials, and labor that

development Integrating appropriate

respect indigenous values and the natural

environment. In Khulna, readily available

eco-friendly resources like bamboo and wood,
familiar to local artisans, were prioritized. This
Is exemplified by furniture such as the

all-bamboo easel board and seating utilizing

"fish mouth joining,” which minimizes metal

use with bamboo pins, underscoring a

commitment to conscientious resource use.
In Narayanganj's industrial zone, the project

creatively repurposed locally available

materials like tires, rope, and plywood,

alongside bamboo, for flexible space creation.
Adolescents were visibly inspired by this
transformative process, their curiosity piqued
by the hands-on involvement.

The simplified design of the Creative Clubs

ensures they are cost-effective, easy to

construct, and adaptable to evolving needs,

featuring open and uncluttered interiors.

During construction, locall artisans

collaborated with designers, while adolescents

actively participated in painting and

decorating, fostering a deep sense of

ownership. This focus on contextual, natural
techniques not only enhanced utility and

environmental responsibility but also

leveraged and complemented existing

community knowledge and abilities, offering a

sustainable paradigm for development.



I. Top-left

Joyful moments with
adolescents in Khulna’s

Creative Club
ii. Bottom-left

Adolescents decorating the
Creative Club floor with
colorful alpona patterns

iii. Bottom-meddle

Adolescents and school staff
painting the Creative Club
wall together—Ilike a festive
celebration.

Iv. Bottom-right

Adolescents enjoying
a storytelling session at
Creative Club, Narayangan,.
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Ref. to Hasselt Charter aspect 09

Ultimately, the Creative Club is about building
long-term resilience and fostering a lasting
love for learning and self-expression, implicitly
endorsing the integration of sustainable
development strategies even beyond
Immediate challenges. Its profound impact is
perhaps best illustrated by stories like that of
a young boy who, after the long isolation of
the pandemic, had grown unaccustomed to
regular school attendance , often skipping
days.

Yet, for him, the Creative Club sessions were
an undeniable draw, a unique space that
pulled him back to school. One memorable
afternoon, he arrived eagerly, despite having
intended to stay home, only to learn that the
day's Creative Club session time had been
changed. His visible disappointment
powerfully underscored how this dynamic,
evolving space, by blurring the boundaries
between formal Ilessons and informal
exploration, had become an essential
platform for his curiosity, innovation , and
self-expression.

Inspired by adolescent imagination, the
Creative Club's thoughtful transformation
shows how creative potential flourishes In
environments that adapt and empower,

offering a sense of belonging and well-being.



