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Editorial – March 2026 
 
 

Lately, noises and images of war are the new sounds and landscapes of our planet.   
Fighting has spread to many places, tragedies are affecting human societies, causing 
deaths and depriving survivors of their livelihoods. 
 
The arms industry rakes in profits. 
The construction sector awaits its turn. 
 

It takes several generations to establish a living environment and the art of living that 
goes with it. 
It takes a fraction of a second to destroy all ; bombs blast space and time, drones kill 
people and culture, mines explode bodies and render the soil unusable for a long 
time. 
The time of war is not the time for architecture; architecture can neither prevent nor 
put an end to conflicts. But it plays a role essential in coming physical reconstruction, 
by giving people the means to rebuild their society 

 
What kind of society?  
That is a true question for architects. 
 

As the context of reconstruction is close to tabula rasa, a blank page on which to 
build a new world is a attractive situation. But architecture is not really in sympathy 
with the absence of traces and the neglect of the context. 
If that probably suits the property market, it seems to us, as ground architects, that 
the better way is acting with people instead of acting for people.  
Humanist architecture prefers inclusion better than delegation ; even if it needs time 
an many kinds of links to emerge. 
 

That why rebuilding a congruent architecture is so difficult, set between the 
necessity to do fast because the precarious situation of the people and the 
requirement to take time to appropriate answers to what they need and there wait. 
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That why rebuilding has to begin as of now, by the establishment of contacts, links, 
alliance and partnerships to be active when the conditions to act will be opportune. 
We will need patience, perseverance and critical discernment, some of our 
architect weapons  
 

In the margin of the of the Barcelona GA agenda in June, we can speculate that the 
topic of the role of architecture in conflicts wars will be on mind and subject of 
informal discussions. 
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ASF-Spain and ASF-International warmly invite members to the 2026 General Assembly in 
Barcelona, from 26 to 29 June. The programme is designed to combine reflection, 
dialogue, and participatory learning, providing spaces for knowledge exchange, collective 
insight, and hands-on collaboration. 

On Friday 26 June, ASF Dialogues will open the Assembly, offering a platform for sharing 
experiences, ideas, and innovative practices across the network. A call for contributions 
will be released soon.  

Saturday 27 June features the General Assembly and a Roundtable on the Right to 
Housing, convening UN-Habitat, Barcelona City Hall, the Catalan Agency for Development, 
and social activists to discuss housing justice and equity.  

Sunday 28 June offers Super Islands, walks and discussions on social architecture and 
collective urban regeneration.  

Monday 29 June focuses on Post-War Recovery and Reconstruction, with a workshop 
supporting Ukrainian professionals and network members to strengthen capacities for 
just, resilient reconstruction. 

 

Read the full programme here: ASF Barcelona 2026 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Looking ahead to the General Assembly 2026 

 
  

https://asfes.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Avance-Dossier-ASFBCN2026-English-version.pdf
https://asfes.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Avance-Dossier-ASFBCN2026-English-version.pdf
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The 2026 Co-learning Programme has begun, connecting ASF members across the world 
through one-hour online sessions focused on mutual learning, reflection, and the sharing 
of situated knowledge. These sessions foreground collaboration and respect, offering a 
platform for collective insight. 

The programme unfolds in three complementary formats. Project Spotlight highlights 
stories from practice that illuminate local realities and collaborative approaches. Practice 
Exchange shares tools and methodologies developed across diverse social, cultural, and 
organisational contexts. Working Group Dialogue provides a reflective space for listening, 
deliberation, and building shared understandings. 

Early sessions have included Advancing Housing Rights through Co-Design (1to1, South 
Africa & ASF-UK), Sustainable Financial and Organisational Approaches (ASF-Spain), and 
Migration: Dignity in Displacement (ASF-Palestine, ASF-Italy, ASF-Quebec, Universität der 
Künste Berlin). The programme will continue in April and May before taking a break at the 
time of the GA. We will then in August with AWF-Australia, ASF-Indonesia, and others, 
exploring climate action, displacement, and sustainable organisational practice. 

 

 

 

Join the ASF-International WhatsApp Community to stay connected and informed: 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/KTTjlIQZQO0LxJpZt7tcOM 

 
 
 
 
 

A strong start to the Co-learning Programme 2026 

 
  

https://chat.whatsapp.com/KTTjlIQZQO0LxJpZt7tcOM
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ASF-International is delighted to welcome Tanzania Women Architects for Humanity 
(TAWAH) as a proposed new Member Organisation, to be ratified at the upcoming General 
Assembly. Founded in 2010, TAWAH is a women-led organisation bringing together 
architects, engineers, quantity surveyors, and scientists committed to addressing housing 
poverty and advancing women’s empowerment in Tanzania’s construction sector. 

Through hands-on training in sustainable building techniques, TAWAH enables women to 
develop practical skills and livelihoods while improving housing conditions in marginalised 
communities. Their projects include environmentally friendly homes for elderly people 
and women-led households, sanitation facilities, and school infrastructure. Using low-
carbon, community-led approaches, TAWAH combines environmental responsibility with 
social justice. 

We celebrate TAWAH’s dedication to strengthening women’s roles in construction and 
community development and look forward to learning from and collaborating with them.  

Discover more about TAWAH’s work here: https://world-
habitat.org/awards/winners/decent-homes-for-the-elderly-tanzania/ 

Welcome to TAWHA 

https://world-habitat.org/awards/winners/decent-homes-for-the-elderly-tanzania/
https://world-habitat.org/awards/winners/decent-homes-for-the-elderly-tanzania/
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ASF-UK’s work in Samandağ – a place of living heritage 
 

In April 2026, ASF-UK hopes to run a Change by Design workshop in Samandağ, southern 
Türkiye, a town known for its rich cultural, religious, and ecological heritage. Deeply 
affected by the 2023 Turkey–Syria earthquakes, Samandağ is navigating complex 
challenges as communities rebuild and protect their living heritage. 

 

The workshop will bring together local and international participants, alongside 
government and civil society partners, to explore how community knowledge and 
participatory design can support recovery that is both just and resilient. ASF-UK remains 
attentive to regional uncertainty, prioritising solidarity with communities leading 
reconstruction and preservation efforts. 

Change by Design Samandağ 2026 forms Stage B of Challenging Practice: Essentials for 
the Social Production of Habitat, offering a reflective, collaborative learning experience 
rooted in context, care, and social responsibility. 

Find out more about the workshop here: https://www.asf-uk.org/events/change-by-
design-samandag-2026 

 

https://asfes.org/
https://asfes.org/

